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half a year's interest on jf 4.500 
treasury bills, payable the 25ih of 
March instant. 

From this view of our present pro- 
perty, it must appear, no doubt, 
that a considerable increase, both 
as to fund and annual income, will 
be requisite, to accomplish the origi- 
nal purposes of the Institution ; and 
more especially, to fulfil the hopes 
of all who are ansioos that the es- 
tabhshmettt should become as re- 
spectable as the metropolis of ad- 
vancing Ireland ought to exhibit : 
bill little doubt is entertained, that 
if nlture Comniiitees lake this mat- 
tei* into due and seasonable consi- 
deration; and judiciously and oppor- 
tunely put prudent means into oper- 
ation, sufScieAt Funds will be obtain- 
ed for 6very Valuable purpose ; and 
it is eai'nestly recommended, that so 
esstntiai an object be early attended 
to; especially witfh respect to sub- 
scriptions of future proprietors, of 
fiftiife life-subscribers, and of pre- 
sent and future annual-subscribers. 



ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE COM- 
MITTEE OE THE DUBLIN INSTr- 
TUTION, TO THE GENERAL MEET- 
ING OF PROPRIETORS, HELD THE 
THIRD OF MARCH, 1813. 

IN presenting to the Proprietary a 
report of the transactions of the 
past year, the Committee are happy 
to announce the general prosperity 
of the Institution. Many of the ol>- 
jects pointed out in the original pros- 
pectus have been attaintd, many of 
the view's already realized. 

In addition to the ordinary details 
of such an establishment as this, the 
attention of the Committee has been 
directed more especially to three 
very important si'bjetts, the Circu- 
laiiii!? Library, I he Lectures and 
.Apparatus, the Funds. 

The books for circulation have 



been chosen with care in the various 
walks of literature, constituting, it is 
believed, a selection chaste, elegant, 
and instructive : many volumes are 
at present in prepaiation to be pla- 
ced on our shelves, and the original 
ci^talogue has recently been much 
increased. To augment this portion 
of the library department, is of es- 
sential consequence, in the more ex- 
tensive diffusion of science and of 
taste. It may here be remarked, 
that the purcha-'e of books for the 
permanent library has necessarily 
been limited; our limited finances 
requiring to be directed into ottfer 
channels. The opening of the Cir- 
culating Library rendered the assist- 
ance of a sub-librarian indispensable; 
besides, the. hours of attendance iu 
the permanent library, together 
with iuther ayocations of bis office, 
made the duties of the librarian 
quite too burdensome: the news- 
rooms al^ stood in need of special 
superintendence, which has nowde^. 
volved thore peirticularly on the sub-, 
librarian. 

4: spacious lecture-room, capable 
at present of containing SOD persons, 
has been, erected : by the addition 
of galleries; it can accommodate 
4-50. Connected with the theatre, 
are rooms for philosophical appar- 
atus; for forming a cabinet of natu- 
ral history; and for a chemical labo- 
ratory : the latter two it is intended 
to Occupy, if circumstances favour; 
some very valuable apparatus and 
iiistrumeuts have already been pro- 
en red. 

It demanded no little considera- 
tion on the piirt of the Committee, 
which of the various branches of 
knowledge should have precedence 
as subject matter of the lectures, and 
which would, at the outset, be most 
appropriate to the infant state of the 
Institution. Natural Philosophy wai 
at length preferred, as at once lead- 
ing the mind to the contemptatioa 
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of the must sublime truth?, and di- 
recting tin exercis!-? of its faculties 
to the purposes of common lite, and 
to the improvement of the useful 
arts. To fi'l this lectureship, Dr. 
Samuel Litton, who^e cliaracltr for 
information and talent stooil high 
in our University, was appointe'l; 
ami he is now delivering a series of 
lectures, which, for extent and Ta- 
riety of matter, ha?? never been at- 
tempted in a popular, or, parhaps, 
in a scientific couvse in this country. 
By commencing, in this way, whiit 
may be ternu'd an experiment in the 
isyitem of lectures, tlie Committee, 
by DO means, inlended to exclude 
fr;>m adoption other subjects of 
."science or of art. Moral Philoso- 
phy, Acriculiure and Rural Eeoiio- 
iTiy, Polite Literature, Mineralogy, 
Chemistry,are all useful and interest- 
ing themes; and it is not idle specu- 
latiou to hope, that eaeh may, ere 
long, be cultivated with .success, un- 
der the protecting care of this Insti- 
tution. 

At the beginning of the year, the 
original capital was nearly expend- 
ed ; and the probable regbhtr income 
arising from Subscribers falling very 
short of cirlaiii expenditure, it be- 
came a prominent object to provide 
a fund not merely adequate to the 
iiece.ssary disbursements, but which 
should also enable the Institution to 
increase its accommodations, and to 
qut oat of question its future siabi- 
iitj'. After mature dtscussioil, the 
be.st liiode of providing for existing 
and contingent wants appeared toi 
be the issue of ICXJ additional shares 
Tinder certain regulations ; and also 
the prospective demand of an ad- 
mission-fee of Bte guineas to coin- 
jnence the following year. These 
measures were confirmed by a spe- 
*ial general meeting of Proprietors. 



By this phn, a sum of jg.SiOOO has 
been adde.l to o-ir capitnl, a;id, no 
tlo!ib', the list of annua! subscribers 
increase!. 

The expenses of the Insti'alion 
this year, are £937 !J=. Sd , and 
the incovua arisinif from annual siil)- 
scriptioos, intsrest on treasarv-hill-:, 
and on advance to bwk^elier, i< 
j&5."j"j 7s., leavinij the incone of 
the pre«snt \-va.r £.\ I2<. S 1- .<;hort 
of the e:;penditure. Yojr Co.nmit- 
tee coneeivinij it advisable tn reduce 
as much as p')ssib!e the aHsol.ite 
yearly engagements of the Iv.stiiu- 
lion, have aaireel with M.-. A'exan- 
der lor the purchase of the runx of 
tiie house : £ 2000 of tlie unexoend- 
ed balance stands eppr>i<riate.! for 
that purpose, and the necessary ^tcps 
have been taken to prepare the 
deeds of conveyance. The su-n of 
jf.'21-96 4-5. Bid. remii-is unnppro- 
priated, and your Cooimittte are 
strongly impressed with the pr>priety 
of retaining in the fund.5 a sum, at 
least, equal to one year's espeiidi- 
ture. 

The Committee trust, that the pre- 
ceding statement will ju'^tify them ta 
the Proprietary, in the san:juine ex- 
pressions they have used with regard 
to the success of the Iiisiiiutiou. 
Thai success tliey must coiisidcr as 
no longer problematical, and that on 
the succeeding Committee vviil de« 
volve rather the duty of choice as 
to the modeof exteiidinir its utiiitv, 
than of struggling tor its means of 
existence ; they trust, that under 
the superintendence of its future ma- 
nagers, the Dublin Institution will 
s:oon become worthy of the metro- 
polis of Ireland, will foster and ma- 
ture the capabilities of native genius, 
arid, with other contemporary caeses, 
further the great cause of national 
improvement. 



